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Drought Impact Reporter (DIR)

• On-line since July 2005 
– 7,517 impacts, 2006-2008

• Searchable, multi-source database of 
drought impacts

• Combines data from multiple sources into a 
unified map
– Media, public, government, etc.



Why Record Drought’s Impacts?

NDMC mission:

To reduce vulnerability to drought 

before the next one happens

• Impacts point to vulnerability

• Mitigation and response



What’s in the Current DIR?
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1. Impacts extracted from the Media

What’s in the Current DIR?



What’s in the Current DIR?

2. Impacts submitted by the public, 

government officials, and others



Who Uses This Information?

• Public

– A voice in the policy process

• Decision makers / resource managers

• Drought Monitor

– Early indicator of drought conditions??

– “Ground truth” scientific indices



http://droughtreporter.unl.edu



DIR 2.0 Enhancements

• More user-friendly design 
– More efficient use of screen space

– Improved searching and mapping







DIR 2.0 Enhancements

• More user-friendly design 
– More efficient use of screen space

– Improved searching and mapping

• Change in category names



Impact Categories

PlannedCurrent 

Agriculture

Business & Industry

Energy

Fire

Plants & Wildlife

Relief, Response, & Restrictions

Society & Public Health

Tourism & Recreation

Water Supply & Quality

Report Categories



DIR 2.0 Enhancements

• More user-friendly design 
– More efficient use of screen space

– Improved searching and mapping

• Change in category names

• Distinguishes between reports and 

impacts



Reports vs. Impacts

Report: Contains a wider range of 
information – baseline info, 
speculative/vague reports, impacts

• an early indicator!

Impact: Contains a narrow range of 
information – only impacts

• quantifiable, observable, location- and 
time-specific





DIR 2.0 Enhancements

• More user-friendly design 
– More efficient use of screen space

– Improved searching and mapping

• Change in category names

• Distinguishes between reports and 
impacts

• New “submit a report” form
– Ability to add photos



NOAA

1% Gov’t

4.6%
Public
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Media

89%

Other

1.2%

Who Can Submit a Report?

• Anyone interested in reporting the 

impacts of drought

We need to increase non-

media reporting!

You can become a 

“drought spotter”



Submit a Report



Submit a Report

http://torka.unl.edu/DIR2/SubmitReport.aspx



Submit a Report



Submit a Report



Submit a Report



Add Drought Impact Photos
• Photographer

• Date

• Place

• What does it show? How would it look in a non-drought year?

• Permission to use?

• Allows up to 5 photos per submission

October 2006 October 2007

Photos of Morgan Creek, North Carolina, from Jody Seim Timmins 



Submit a Report



Networks to Add

• NWS Drought Reports

• CoCoRaHS

• State reports: water systems, wildfire, 
burn bans

• Cropwatchers

• Extension Agents

• State agencies, organizations, 
researchers



Thank you!

We welcome your participation and 

input as we improve the Drought Impact 

Reporter. Please contact: 

Melissa Widhalm

mwidhalm3@unl.edu

402-472-3172

http://droughtreporter.unl.edu



Discussion

• The following Ag impacts have been 

reported in the DIR over the last 3 months:

– Reduced planting of crops

– Providing supplemental feed to livestock

– Orange, almond, pistachio tree damage

Are other Ag impacts occurring that 

are not being represented?



Discussion

• The DIR is a way for information about 

drought’s impacts to become part of a 

permanent public record.

Is such a record useful to policy 

makers? For agricultural producers?

How might such information be used?



Discussion

• Based on what you’ve seen and heard 

today about the Drought Impact Reporter, 

how could this tool be made more useful to 

you?

ex. tutorials, additional features, etc.


