
Midwest Apple
Production Decisions
During a Drought Year

DECEMBER
NOVEMBER

OCTOBER SEPTEMBE
R

AUG

UST
JUL
Y

JAN
UA
RY

FEB
RUA
RY

MARCH APRIL
MAY

JUNE

Tree damage/death.

Dea
th o
f yo
ung
tree
s.

Pest and disease damage.

Yield and quality reduction.

next
yea
r's f

ruit
cro
p.

late
sum
mer

ma
y aff

ect

Prol
ong
ed d

rou
ght
in

& s
ize
of
fru
it.

har
ves
t a
ffe
cts

qu
ali
ty

tw
o m

on
ths

be
for
e

Dro
ug
ht
du
rin
g l
ast

Drought-stressed trees may

be more susceptible to

borers. Some diseases may

be lessened during dry

years.

Drought during first 50 days
of fruit development is
most detrimental to
current crop fruit
growth.

Warm & dry conditionsare good for pollination.

the
lik
eli
ho
od
of
roo
t

da
ma
ge
or
de
ath
.

ex
tre
me

co
ld
inc
rea
ses

Dr
y s
oil
s in

com
bin
ati
on
w/

soil moisture prior to freeze.

Irrigate & mulch to maintain
seed gra

ss.- tillage, nutrie
nt/pH m

anage
ment

,

Prepare for ne
xt year's

tree p
lantin

g
Har
ves

t be
gin
s.

Pru
ne

you
ng
tre
es.

Thin fruit. Ongoing Pest Control.

blight, scab, & rust.

soil moisture. Begin treating for fire

Fertilization. Irrigate, mulch to maintain

First pesticide application.
Plant n

ew trees.

Bee c
olonie

s broug
ht in to assis

t

with p
ollination

.

Beg
in t

o pr
une
.

Or
de
r n
ew

tre
es
(or

ear
lie
r).

Flowering

Fruit set - cell division stage

Cell division stage ends

Fru
it g
row
th;
ne
xt
yea
r’s
bu
ds
de
vel
op
.

Tree
trun
k en
larg
em

ent
; ro
ot g
row
th

Outcome Observed

Management Decisions
Drought Concerns

Crop Phenology


