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MANAGING DROUGHT RISK
ON THE RANCH

Drought
A PLANNING GUIDE FOR
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We at the National Drought Mitigation Center know
making decisions about how to manage drought on
your land can be overwhelming, but through resources
available on our website, drought.unl.edu, the task is
made easier.

A few tools to use
• Our Ranch Plan website includes our downloadable
planning handbook (pictured at left) , resources, links
to usable tools and case studies -- successful and
not. Find it at drought.unl.edu/ranchplan.
• The Drought Risk Atlas uses a station-based
approach to provide historical drought information
as localized as possible. The web-based tool can help
you visualize and assess your risk to drought. Find it
at droughtatlas.unl.edu.
• The Vegetation Drought Response Index,
or VegDRI, is a weekly depiction of vegetation
stress across the contiguous United States that
uses remotely sensed data as well as climate and
biophysical data. Find it at vegdri.unl.edu.
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ON THE RANCH

Why plan for drought?

The ranch drought plan

•
•
•
•

Ranchers with experience managing
drought make the following
recommendations:
• Prepare for drought by increasing
the health of the overall operation
and maximize flexibility
• Write a drought plan that includes
what to do during drought and when
• When conditions require it,
implement the plan and don’t
second-guess it
• After drought, have a plan for
restoring the health of all parts of
the ranch operation
• Monitor how the drought plan
works, and improve it as you learn

Drought is inevitable
Pre-Drought action shapes choices
Effective Responses to drought are early responses
Drought creeps up on you

Management plan components
• Communication & planning partners
• Ranch vision and objectives
• Understanding of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities
and threats during drought
• Inventory of ranch resources
• Critical dates for making decisions
• Monitoring schedule
• Management strategies: before, during and after
• Ongoing review of drought
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