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IS THE U.S. DROUGHT
MONITOR NETWORK?

a A group of 425+ observers from across

the country who supply input about local

conditions or impacts to the authors of

the U.S. Drought Monitor map.
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The network in action

This is a conceptual illustration of how the network of 425+ observers gathers and reports climate

information and impacts to authors of the U.S. Drought Monitor map and narrative each week.

Observers are in all 50 states and Puerto Rico, a U.S. territory, and they use input from local

stakeholders (represented by yellow dots) in their recommendations to the author. DOES IT WORK?

N ) Observers get a working copy of the week’s
< Network of observers Stakeholders * Author location USDM operational home .
drought map with proposed category changes

based on drought indicators by Monday of each

week. They provide feedback on its accuracy, and

their suggestions are reviewed and if verified are
incorporated into the finalized

map, released on Thursdays.
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