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The U.S. Droutht-Monitor

ince 1999, NOAA (CPC and NCDC), USDA, and the NDMC have
produced a weekly composite drought map -- the U.S. Drought
Mohvitor -- with input from numerous federal and non-federal partners
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“Drought™ means moisture shortages leading to ke (D0} = Drought Watch Area {abnarmally dry .
damaged crops or pastures, high wildfire risk, ar But ret full cdrought status) Vi “:_1_ .
water shorlages. The map is based on information m—— oo am D Drought Impact Types: 4
from many sources, induding both satellite and Fed (D1-D4) = Current drought ranging in severity s (| noraly Dry A= Agriculture D
surface data, and it focuses on widaspread draught, irom standard (D1] o zevere (D2-D3) to extrerne (D4} ¥ L1 Drought—ederate W = Water {Hydrological)
Local conditions may vany. I:I D2 Drought—Severe F = Fire danger (Wildfires)
Crasshatching c.,\ Owerlapping drought type areas - D3 Drought—Exreme A Delineates dominant impacts ) !\r" "'-\.
. . -D4Drough1—E><c:eptional (Notype = All 3 impacts) USDA T—- ) * @
Draught type: Usad when impacts differ F P """ | ato ¥ *
Ag = agricultu sslancds) The Drought Monitor focu 25 on broad-scale cond itions. ST A - #
Fira = forestry fire potantial) Local conditions may vary. See accompanying textsummary * e
Hydro = hydrol ical (rivers, wellz, resen/oirs) for forecaststatements . Refeased Thl”S dalf Apn’! 13 zmz
. .
Plus (+] = Forecast o intensify http:/idrought.unl.eduidm Author: David Miskus, JAWFICPCINOAA
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Infensity; Drought Impact Types: .
| | DO Abnormally Dry r~" Delineates dominant impacts
[ | D1 Drought - Moderate A = Agricultural (crops, pastures,
] D2 Drought - Severe grasslands)
B O3 Drought - Extreme H = Hydrological (water)
B C4 Drought - Exceptional
USDA &y
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condifions. SR ooV croe e conter
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying fext summary
for forecast statements. Released Thursday, February 5, 2009

http://drought.unl.edu/dm Author: Eric Luebehusen, U.S. Department of Agriculture






The Drought Monitor Concept

B Apartnership between the NDMC, USDA and
NOAAOGs CPC, NCDC, and RCC
(authors)

¥ Incorporate relevant information and products from
all entities (and levels of government) dealing with
drought (RCCO6s, SCo6s, fed
(experts)

¥ The Drought Monitor is updated weekly and
provides a general up-to-date summary of current
drought conditions across the 50 states, Puerto
Rico and the Pacific possessions
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The Drought Monitor Concept

P A consolidation of indices and indicators into one
comprehensive national drought map

¥ Trying to capture these characteristics:
ft he drought 6s magni tude
& spatial extent
¢ probability of occurrence
E Impacts

F Rates drought intensity by percentile ranks
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Original Objectives
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NOT a forecast!
NOT a drought declaration!
ldentify impacts (A, H)
Assessment of current conditions
Incorporate local expert input
Be as objective as possible
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U.S. Drought Monitor Map

Drought Intensity Categories

DO Abnormally Dry (30%tile)

D1 Droughti Moderate (20%:tile)

- D2 Droughti Severe (10%tile)
B D3 Droughti Extreme (5%tile)

- D4 Droughti Exceptional (2%tile)
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Principal Drought Monitor Inputs

USGS Streamflow CPC Dally Rﬁpﬂjﬂlml\/lodel
% Palmer Drought Index

JUL 18, 2000
7 T
Palmer Drought Index Percentlles by Divlslon

Wednesday, July 18, 200C 20:04GMT .

Waskly ¥alue for Pericd Ending 15 JUL 2000

Recorda Began in 1895
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SPI Drought Index SDA Soil Rating:s

USDA Topsoil Moisture Short-Very Short
Percent Of State Area

a July 16, 2000

Very Dry(>50%)

I Dry(30-50%)

Nebraska

Lincoln

Results are based on the short and very short percentages of topsoil moisture
(upper 6 inches) reported by USDA. Reports are based on subjective observations.




