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Tracking Rainfall and 
Drought Using Tools 
from LCRA



http://hydromet.lcra.org



Over 250 Automated Rain and Temperature Gauges



Rain and Temperature is Color Coded



Navigation Tools



A Choice of Parameters



Mouse Over “Quick Look”



Zoomed-In View



Zoom In to Watershed Levels



Two-Week Historical Look Up



Historical Look Up Tool



Data from Any Gauge is Available



Overlay Radar on Top of Gauges
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National Weather Service

Austin/San Antonio

Your National Weather Service Drought Products and 

Services



The NWS, your Source of Local and State Weather, 

Water, and Climate Information

www.srh.weather.gov



www.srh.noaa.gov/exw

Latest headlines, forecast for your zip code, and latest drought 

information statement are all a key feature of your NWS WFO 

homepage



Entering your Zip Code or clicking in your County allows 

you to receive a 7 day forecast for your area!

www.srh.noaa.gov/ewx



www.srh.noaa.gov/ewx or 830-606-3617

7 Day Forecast for your area includes Current Local 

Conditions and Highlights any expected High Impact 

Weather.



NWS Drought Page



State Level DM

County Level DM 



PDF Brochure

South Central Texas Drought 

Statement



Regional Temperature and Precipitation (RTP) 

Issued 630-645 am and pm (CST) or 730-745 am and pm (CDT)



www.srh.weather.gov

From NWS homepage, you 

can access current and 

historical rainfall data with 

two easy mouse clicks.



2008 Annual Observed Precipitation



2008 Annual Departure from Normal Precipitation
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Jun 2008-January 2009 Austin-Camp Mabry Rainfall

Rainfall

Normal Rainfall

Rainfall 5.41 9.84 2.5 3.97 1.13 1.16 0.67 0.82 0.51 2.86 3.52 1.7 0.74 0.38 2.39 0.02 2.01 0.72 0.4 0.74

Normal Rainfall 3.81 1.97 2.31 2.91 3.97 2.68 2.44 1.89 1.99 2.14 2.51 5.03 3.81 1.97 2.31 2.91 3.97 2.68 2.44 1.89

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan

June 2007 - January 2009 rainfall for Austin Mabry



Record wet year…1957

Normal rainfall

2008 rainfall

Record dry year…1956

17.95” of rain in 2008 was 2nd driest year on record, behind the 17.94 in 1956.



2009 normal rainfall

2009 observed rainfall











Hurricane 2008 Tracks – Dolly, Edouard and Ike

Dolly

Edouard

Ike

Edouard







According to Texas State Climatologist, Dr. John Nielsen-

Gammon, the short and long-term dryness at this time of the 

year averaged across the central part of the state is the second 

driest on record. The only period showing greater dryness was 

during the drought of 1917-1918.

This means the period from September through January has 

been even drier than similar periods found during the drought 

years of the 1950s! I think this statement puts into perspective 

the intensity of the current drought and the reason shy stock 

tanks are dry and cattle and wildlife are dying in the fields.













“Plume” forecast for central Pacific Ocean Sea

Surface temperatures.



Latest European Model Guidance



Latest Guidance from the US Model





March/April/May Rainfall 

Forecast

Week 2 Rainfall Forecast





March/April/May Rainfall as a % of normal for weak

La Nina events during January/February



April/May/June Rainfall as a % of normal

for weak La Nina events during Jan/Feb.



Early Outlook for the 2009 Season
 “We foresee a somewhat above average Atlantic 

tropical season in 2009.  We anticipate an 
above-average probability of United States 
major hurricane landfall.”- Klotzbach and Gray, 
Colorado State University.

 Named storms 14 (average 9.6)

 Hurricanes 7  (average 5.9)

 Intense Hurricanes 2.3  (average 3) 


