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Cloud Computing

• Like the web before it, cloud computing is reshaping the way people work. 

• Interconnected applications can deliver realtime data almost anywhere;

• Web-aware software and devices transcend normal working modes.

• Robust infrastructure for the delivery of target services and information:

• Effortless data discovery and access = better decision support.
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Finding Information
• Show of hands: who has not heard of Google?

• Now: who has not ever used a Google product?

• Google has become a ubiquitous gatekeeper of information on the web.

• Another question: how many of you have ‘Googled’ yourself?

• There isn’t much out there that cannot be found using a Google application.  Or is there?

• When it comes to climate, Google can do the big picture, but a big picture can be 
misleading.
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Our Approach
• This iteration of tools were built around Google concepts for information discovery:

• Search: the primary feature for all integrated tools, making data easy to find and 
use;

• Maps: built using Google Maps, creating an easily recognizable interface for 
interacting with drought and climate data;

• Organization: data and information are organized around common use cases, 
making it easy to use for decision support activities.

• Integration: all of the data sets we use are integrated to provide a multi-faceted 
approach to information discovery.

• Enabled by an advanced data integration, GIS-aware, application architecture: The 
Framework for Integrated Risk Management.
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Looking Forward
• Version 2.0 is nearing completion and will be released in early 2010.

• Code name Mozart: an evolution of our current tools and our final major release for this 
partnership.

• Integration of the Drought Monitor data set in more tools:

• Drought Impact Reports now include Drought Monitor classifications dynamically 
computed across impacted regions, 

• Revamped homepage showcasing computed risk based on climate data, drought 
impact reports and drought monitor. 

• Mobile device functionality:  “The GreenLeaf Project, yeah, there’s an app for that.”

• Framework enhancements, new interface, and updated charting and mapping components. 
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The GreenLeaf Project

http://greenleaf.unl.edu
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