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NCDMAC BackgroundNCDMAC Background
The Drought Monitoring Council was an interagency coordination and The Drought Monitoring Council was an interagency coordination and 
information exchange body initially created in 1992.information exchange body initially created in 1992.

In 2002, the council did a creditable job monitoring and coordinating drought responses, In 2002, the council did a creditable job monitoring and coordinating drought responses, 
while increasing public awareness of the council's function and effectiveness. The while increasing public awareness of the council's function and effectiveness. The 
General Assembly recognized the Drought Monitoring Council's leadership and General Assembly recognized the Drought Monitoring Council's leadership and 
performance by giving them an official statutory base and changed its name to the performance by giving them an official statutory base and changed its name to the 
Drought Management Advisory Council (DMAC) to reflect the broader role of the council,Drought Management Advisory Council (DMAC) to reflect the broader role of the council,Drought Management Advisory Council (DMAC) to reflect the broader role of the council,Drought Management Advisory Council (DMAC) to reflect the broader role of the council,
which extends beyond monitoring drought conditions.which extends beyond monitoring drought conditions.

On July 17, 2003, On July 17, 2003, North Carolina General Statute 143.355.1North Carolina General Statute 143.355.1 was ratified to assign thewas ratified to assign theOn July 17, 2003, On July 17, 2003, North Carolina General Statute 143.355.1North Carolina General Statute 143.355.1 was ratified to assign thewas ratified to assign the
DMAC an important new role. A number of local governments indicated that it would beDMAC an important new role. A number of local governments indicated that it would be
helpful to have official, objective drought status advisories to give them a reliable basishelpful to have official, objective drought status advisories to give them a reliable basis
for their management responses. The new statute assigned this new advisory role tofor their management responses. The new statute assigned this new advisory role to
the DMAC and also specified that drought advisories are to be based on technicalthe DMAC and also specified that drought advisories are to be based on technical
data to address varying conditions throughout the state.data to address varying conditions throughout the state.

An act to improve drought preparedness and response in North Carolina asAn act to improve drought preparedness and response in North Carolina asp g p p pp g p p p
recommended by the Environmental Review Commission was signed into law onrecommended by the Environmental Review Commission was signed into law on
July 31, 2008. July 31, 2008. Drought Legislation, Section 16 of Session Law 2008Drought Legislation, Section 16 of Session Law 2008--143143 includedincluded
added detail about members and participants in the work of the DMAC.added detail about members and participants in the work of the DMAC.



Some Excruciating DetailSome Excruciating Detail
SECTION 16. G.S. 143-355.1 reads as rewritten:
"§ 143-355.1. Drought Management Advisory Council; drought advisories.
(a) The Department shall establish a Drought Management Advisory Council.
The purposes of the Council are:
(1) To improve coordination among local, State, and federal agencies; public water systems, as(1) To improve coordination among local, State, and federal agencies; public water systems, as
defined in G.S. 130A-313(10); and water users to improve the management and mitigation of the harmful  
effects of drought.
(2) To provide consistent and accurate information to the public about drought conditions, on drought    
conditions to the State to the U.S. Drought Monitor, the Environmental Management Commission, the
Secretary, the Environmental Review Commission, and the public.

(b) The Department shall invite each of the following organizations to designate a representative to
serve on the Council:
(1) North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service.
(2) State Climate Office at North Carolina State University.
(3) Public Staff of the Utilities Commission.
(4) Wildlif  R  C i i(4) Wildlife Resources Commission.
(5) Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
(6) Department of Commerce.
(7) Department of Crime Control and Public Safety.
(8) National Weather Service of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the

United States Department of Commerce.United States Department of Commerce.
(9) United States Geological Survey of the United States Department of the Interior.
(10) United States Army Corps of Engineers.
(11) United States Department of Agriculture.
(12) Federal Emergency Management Agency of the United States Department of Homeland Security.

(b1) Representatives designated under subsection (b) of this section shall have
expertise or responsibility in meteorology, groundwater and surface water hydrology,
water system operation and management, reservoir management, emergency response,
or another subject area related to assessment and management of drought impacts.
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Technical Drought Advisory TeamTechnical Drought Advisory TeamTechnical Drought Advisory TeamTechnical Drought Advisory Team
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Technical Drought Advisory TeamTechnical Drought Advisory Team

Weekly GoToMeetings on Tuesday.Weekly GoToMeetings on Tuesday.

Generally ~30 minutes with detailed reportsGenerally ~30 minutes with detailed reports

to delineate drought conditions.to delineate drought conditions.

Recommendations are sent to the US Drought       Recommendations are sent to the US Drought       Recommendations are sent to the US Drought       Recommendations are sent to the US Drought       

Monitor authorMonitor author, , typically as a graphical typically as a graphical 

depiction accompanied by explanatory text.depiction accompanied by explanatory text.
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Ambient Monitoring SystemAmbient Monitoring System







NC has 7 NWS officesNC has 7 NWS offices
NWSFO Raleigh is in the center of NCNWSFO Raleigh is in the center of NC
and it’s CWFA contains the state capitaland it’s CWFA contains the state capitala d s C co a s e s a e cap aa d s C co a s e s a e cap a
and most agencies’ headquarters. Raleighand most agencies’ headquarters. Raleigh
therefore serves as the liaison office fortherefore serves as the liaison office fortherefore serves as the liaison office fortherefore serves as the liaison office for
the NCDMAC and the NWS.the NCDMAC and the NWS.
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Past week’s rainfall, Past week’s rainfall, 
//monthly/seasonal updatemonthly/seasonal update



Short & Medium Range ForecastShort & Medium Range Forecast

Tuesday PMTuesday PM



Long Range OutlooksLong Range OutlooksLong Range OutlooksLong Range Outlooks



The NC State Climate Office responds to The NC State Climate Office responds to 
media requests and provides counsel tomedia requests and provides counsel tomedia requests and provides counsel tomedia requests and provides counsel to

government agencies and the legislature government agencies and the legislature 



Exhibit:  Drought ModelingExhibit:  Drought ModelingExhibit:  Drought ModelingExhibit:  Drought Modeling
Partner:  DENR/NCDMACPartner:  DENR/NCDMAC
Location:  Exploratory Gallery Location:  Exploratory Gallery -- ModelingModelingLocation:  Exploratory Gallery Location:  Exploratory Gallery ModelingModeling

Exhibit Purpose:Exhibit Purpose:
Showcase DENR’s drought monitoring project, particularly the efforts illustrated onShowcase DENR’s drought monitoring project, particularly the efforts illustrated on
their web site their web site www.ncdrought.orgwww.ncdrought.org..their web site their web site www.ncdrought.orgwww.ncdrought.org..

Increase awareness among the general public about how drought issues are identified,Increase awareness among the general public about how drought issues are identified,
monitored and managed in NC.monitored and managed in NC.

Increase public understanding of how to gain access to and understand the dataIncrease public understanding of how to gain access to and understand the data
available to them on the web site.available to them on the web site.

U  thi  j t   l  f h  i tifi  d t   d t  k  li  d i iU  thi  j t   l  f h  i tifi  d t   d t  k  li  d i iUse this project as an example of how scientific data are used to make policy decisions.Use this project as an example of how scientific data are used to make policy decisions.
Increase awareness of proactive measures that the public can take to manage theIncrease awareness of proactive measures that the public can take to manage the
impact of drought on their daily lives.impact of drought on their daily lives.



NIDIS Southeast Testbed NIDIS Southeast Testbed 
CatawbaCatawba--Wateree River BasinWateree River Basin
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Summary

Weekly Interagency GoToMeetings each     Weekly Interagency GoToMeetings each     Weekly Interagency GoToMeetings each     Weekly Interagency GoToMeetings each     

Tuesday afternoon.Tuesday afternoon.

Generally ~30 minutes with detailed reportsGenerally ~30 minutes with detailed reports

to delineate drought conditions.to delineate drought conditions.to delineate drought conditions.to delineate drought conditions.

Recommendations are sent to the US Drought Recommendations are sent to the US Drought 

Monitor authorMonitor author..
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Summary
Benefits and AdvantagesBenefits and Advantages

Virtually all impacted agencies have input and are privy to  Virtually all impacted agencies have input and are privy to  

the reasoning behind the final product. This ensures that the reasoning behind the final product. This ensures that 

conflicting information is not distributed (i.e. news media).conflicting information is not distributed (i.e. news media).

Reduces the number of contacts and minimizes conflicts that Reduces the number of contacts and minimizes conflicts that 

USDM authors must consider.USDM authors must consider.



~270 Contributors, ~10% from NC~270 Contributors, ~10% from NC
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Summary
Benefits and AdvantagesBenefits and Advantages

Virtually all impacted agencies have input and are privy to  Virtually all impacted agencies have input and are privy to  

the reasoning behind the final product. This ensures that the reasoning behind the final product. This ensures that 

conflicting information is not distributed (i.e. news media).conflicting information is not distributed (i.e. news media).

Reduces the number of contacts and minimizes conflicts that Reduces the number of contacts and minimizes conflicts that 

USDM authors must consider.USDM authors must consider.

Coordination promotes healthy partnerships by encouraging Coordination promotes healthy partnerships by encouraging 

collaboration in mission activities other than drought. This collaboration in mission activities other than drought. This 

can range from scientific studies to responding to a teacher’s can range from scientific studies to responding to a teacher’s 

request for a speaker on a specific topic.request for a speaker on a specific topic.
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Summary

Considering these benefits,Considering these benefits,Considering these benefits,Considering these benefits,

Is this model something that other states that Is this model something that other states that 
 t  ti  i ht id ? t  ti  i ht id ?are not as proactive might consider?are not as proactive might consider?


