
Drought Monitoring: How CoCoRaHS is helping!



CoCoRaHS:!
Volunteers of all ages and 
backgrounds measuring 

precipitation with 4” plastic rain 
gauges right in their own 

backyards 



Holds a total of eleven inches!



CoCoRaHS “Real Time”  !
Intense Precipitation 

Reports!

CoCoRaHS “Daily”!
24 Hour Precipitation 

Reports!



14,000+ observers!

All 50 states with the!
addition of Minnesota!







Mobile!









7.12”  May 6, 2008,  Comal, Texas!

New Braunfels!

San Antonio!



How about CoCoRaHS and

the onset of drought?






Improved drought monitoring 
on a truly local scale ! Tampa Bay Area!



An emphasis on reporting!
when it hasn’t rained!



Mobile, Alabama!

The emphasis on reporting “zeros” helps CoCoRaHS !
show where drought may be developing!



“We have not had rain in our area in six weeks.  Much of the topsoil 
is blowing away and I’m not sure if we will be able to plant.”!



Impacts 
Reporting!

14,000 
additional!

eyes in the field!

CoCoRaHS 
teams-up  with 

NDMC!



CoCoRaHS “Message of the Day”!

Monthly e-mail reminders!

Emphasis in training sessions!

Banners on the Web site!

Other ideas!



“It is so dry that my cows are now giving powdered milk!”"











CoCoRaHS is playing a role in the NIDIS Upper Colorado River Basin Pilot project!

1)  Encouraging individual and community involvement in drought monitoring!

2)  Improving the documentation and reporting of drought impacts!

3)  Climate education and better public understanding of drought.!




