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National Drought Mitigation Center

Mission:  To lessen societal vulnerability 
to drought by promoting planning and 
the adoption of  appropriate risk 
management techniques.



NDMC Program Objectives

Improve the science of drought 
monitoring, planning, and mitigation 
Build awareness of drought and its 
impacts on society and the environment, 
and how human actions affect our 
vulnerability to drought
Focus the attention of policy makers on the 
importance of drought policy and planning 
in the wise stewardship of natural resources

“End-to-End”: Research-Applications-
Operations-Outreach Continuum



The Cycle of Disaster Management



NDMC in 1995

Director: Don Wilhite

Staff: Deb Wood, Kelly Smith, Mark 
Svoboda, Vicki Wilcox, and Mike Hayes

International Drought Information 
Center (IDIC)

Website launched in November 1995

29 states with Drought Response Plans



NDMC in 2012

Director: Dr. Mike Hayes

Staff: 17 people!  Tremendous diversity.

Students: 2 on assistantships

Website: drought.unl.edu

DroughtScape

USDM, NADM, VegDRI, DRA, DIR

45 states with drought plans, 10 states 
with drought mitigation plans

NIDIS



NDMC

 End-to-end Continuum: Research-
Applications-Operations and Education



NDMC’s Monitoring Program Area

Monitoring
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DIR
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Drought Risk Atlas

http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/cmb/drought/nadm/nadm-201109.jpg


NDMC’s GIScience Program Area

GIScience
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Remote Sensing
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VegOut



Stakeholders

Guides

Planning

Education

NDMC’s Planning and Social Science 
Program Area

Planning

Activities



Tools for Planning: NDMC and NIDIS

• All droughts are “local”

• Planning is a “living” process

• Planning should start local

• Planning at all scales

• Now what?



Outreach



NDMC Stakeholder Interactions

Web site (drought.unl.edu) (DroughtScape)

Workshops, Listening Sessions, Conferences

Webinars

Media Contacts (~500 – 1,000 annually)

Data/information requests

Surveys

Evaluator Networks (USDM/VegDRI)

Drought Impact Reporter (including CoCoRaHS)

Drought Ready Communities Project (APA/ICLEI)

Ranch Planning Project

Discover the Waters of Nebraska

Climate Change Literacy for Educators

National Integrated Drought Information System 
(NIDIS)

Nebraska’s Climate Assessment and Response 
Committee



• UN organizations:  FAO, ISDR, and CCD
• World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO)
• USAID
• Various regional and national drought

centers
• Numerous government agencies and

universities in different countries
• Visiting scientists/workshops/training



http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/agm/publications/agm_proceedings.php



International Drought Planning Guides





NDMC’s Future Opportunities

Climate change
Public health issues
Transboundary issues
Food and water security

Global Water Institute/Water for Food

Risk management
Mitigation applications
Planning activities (move toward mitigation plans)
Improved monitoring and early warning/information
Decision support

National Integrated Drought Information 
System (NIDIS) (drought.gov)
Global Drought Early Warning and Information 
System (GDEWIS)



Thanks!

Contact information:

Mark Svoboda
National Drought Mitigation Center

msvoboda2@unl.edu
http://drought.unl.edu


