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About Me 





About the NDMC 

Established in 1995 
Current Director: Dr. 
Mike Hayes 
Staff: 16 people, 
tremendous 
diversity 
Located at the 
University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln 
 
 

 



To lessen societal vulnerability to drought by 
promoting planning & the adoption of  

appropriate risk management techniques 

NDMC Mission 
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NDMC Program Objectives 

Improve the science of drought monitoring, 
planning, and mitigation  

Build awareness of drought & its impacts on society 
and the environment, and how human actions affect 
our vulnerability to drought 

Focus the attention of policy makers on the 
importance of drought policy and planning in the 
wise stewardship of natural resources 

Conduct and maintain operational tools, research, 
outreach and training 



Monitoring Tools 
U.S. Drought Monitor  (USDM) 

http://drought.gov 

• State-of-the-art drought 
assessment 
• Since 1999 
• Collaborative effort 

• Composite indicator  
• indicators & indices 
• input from over 350 

experts  
• Policy implications 

• Farm Bill/USDA, IRS, 
NOAA-NWS, & several 
state drought task 
forces 

• “Go to source” for media 
and the public 





Monitoring Tools 
Vegetation Drought Response Index (VegDRI): 

vegdri.unl.edu 

• Detects vegetation stress 
• Hybrid indictor  

• satellite, biophysical,  
& climate indicators  

• Archive back to 1989 
• Value-added products: 

• National, state and 
sub-state maps 

• Change maps 
• Area statistics 
• Descriptive narrative 
• Animations 

• Partnership 
 
 
 
 

http://vegdri.unl.edu/


Monitoring Tools 
Drought Impact Reporter (DIR) 

droughtreporter.unl.edu 

• On-line since 2005 
• 17,045 media reports  
• 15,991 impacts 

• Establish a baseline of 
drought impacts 

• Ground truth 
• Indices 
• Remote Sensing 

• Quantitative AND 
qualitative 

• Open to the public! 
 

 

http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/
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Drought Risk Atlas 

16 

Coming Soon! 

• ~3000 stations 
archived 
 

• Created to 
answer questions 
about the 
characteristics of 
drought: 

• Frequency/return 
periods 

• Duration 
• Trends 
• Intensity 
• Spatial extent 

 



Planning Tools 

Individual 

Community 

State 

Basin 

Nation 
Planning at all scales 
All droughts are “local” 
Planning should start local 
and involve the “locals” 
Planning is a “living” 
process 



Education and Outreach 



 Deborah Bathke 
 dbathke2@unl.edu 

 402-472-6199 
 

  
   National Drought Mitigation Center 

 School of Natural Resources 
 University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

 Contact Information: 
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