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National Integrated Drought 
Information System (NIDIS) 

Authorized: 2006 
Reauthorized: 2014 
Improve the 
Nation’s capacity to 
pro-actively 
manage drought 
related risks. 
 



Engaging Preparedness 
Communities Working Group Goal: 
 

Establish 
collaborative 

networks 

Drought 
Professionals 

Scientists 

Policy 
makers 

Lead 
Development 

Critical 
indicators 

and triggers 

Drought 
exercises 

Post-drought 
assessments 

Share 

Experiences 

Lessons 
learned 

Strategies 

Assist entities in planning for & reducing the risks 
associated with drought 

NIDIS Implementation Plan, 2007 



EPC:  Where we’ve been… 

Webinar Series 

• Planning Needs 
• Impact Collection 

& Assessment 
• Drought 

Tournaments 
• Community 

Drought Planning 
• Drought planning, 

impacts, and 
mitigation 
databases 

Proposals 

• Impact assessment 
• Asset based 

drought planning 
• Drought exercises 

for risk assessment 

Conferences & 
Workshops 

• Building a 
Sustainable 
Network of 
Drought 
Communities 

• Managing Drought 
on the Farm 

• Planning for 
Extreme and 
Extended Drought 
 



EPC:  Where we’re going… 
 

Sample Organizations & Stakeholder Groups 

Continue building a collaborative network 



Agenda 

What’s new with NIDIS 
 Lisa Darby 
NIDIS Program Office 

 
NASA Soil Moisture Active 
Passive Data Program (SMAP): 
Mission Imperative for Drought 
 Vanessa Escobar 
 NASA 
 
NASA Applied Remote Sensing 
Training fro Water Resources 
and Disaster Management 
Ameta Mehta & Ana Prados 
NASA – U. Maryland Baltimore 
County Joint Center for Earth 
Systems Technology 
 
Next Steps 
Deborah Bathke 
National Drought Mitigation Center 



What’s Next for EPC?  
Now that NIDIS has been  

re-authorized…. 
Re-establish a leadership committee  
Convene a workshop in 2015 
Identify regional drought 
communications coordinators 
Continue webinar series 
Build a stronger presence on 
drought.gov with links to activities & 
resources of drought organizations 
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