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Research Methodology

Å Transect drive

Å Observation

Å Farmer groups

Å Individual farmers

Å Officials

Å NGOôs and UN
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Important questionsé

ÅWhy is Karamoja food insecure?

ÅWhy low levels of agricultural production?

ÅWhat is the role of drought? 
Å Is drought to blame?

ÅWhat are the indicators for drought risk?

ÅWhy are farmers vulnerable to drought ïsome more than other?

ÅWhat are the best coping mechanisms against drought?

ÅCan we blame climate change?
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Framework for drought risk assessmentHazard

ÅProbability

ÅIntensity

Vulnerability Economic

ÅCrop yields

ÅCultivation

ÅBio mass

ÅAnimal Diseases

ÅMarkets

Vulnerability Social

ÅCulture

ÅGender participation

ÅLiteracy level

ÅKnowledge

ÅSecurity

Vulnerability Environment

ÅBush encroachment

ÅOver grazing

Coping capacity/adaptation/prevention

ÅDiversification

ÅAlternative income sources

ÅAlternative land

ÅReseves

Hazard

Vulnerability

Coping 
Capacity/adaptation/prevention

Risk

Risk Assessment Framework
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Hazard Assessment

ÅHistorical precipitation data

ÅExceedence probability

ÅIntesity

ÅSeverity

ÅSeasonal anomaly
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Annual Precipitation:

Karamoja

Kaabong: 600 ï800 mm

Kotido: 500 ï700 mm

Abim: 800 ï1000 mm

Moroto: 500 ï700 mm

Napak: 700 ï1000 mm

Nakapiriprit: 800 ï1000 mm

Amudat: 500 ï700 mm
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Crop production

Å Cultivation

Å Too late ïwait for rains

Å Seedbed not supporting good germination

Å Shallow and same depth every year ïLimit root 

forming of maize in sandy soils

Å Green manure is good practice but N negative period 

(40 days) cause N shortage in young plants

Å Hoes and oxen ïñ richerò farmers

Å Mainly women (hoes) but practice is changing

Å Not enough resources, man power to increase land 

size ïMen and women are weak
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Cultivation and 

weeding; (Seed bed)


