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Good news:  compared to 
recent conditions, 

drought in Oklahoma is 
not too bad right now! 

 
Do you remember last spring? 







After 4 ½ years of drought, May was the 
wettest month on record for Oklahoma and 
Texas, and the wettest June for Oklahoma. 

 





Cumulative Rainfall by October 26, 2015 

Source:  Oklahoma Mesonet 
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Does it seem to you that there has 
been a lot of news about drought? 

 
There’s a reason for that… 
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps
AndData/Graph.aspx 
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October 20, 2015 
(Released Thursday 
October 22, 2015) 
 

U.S. Drought Monitor for Oklahoma 
 



The quick return of the drought 
this late summer and fall 

in southern and central Oklahoma 
is called “flash drought”. 



But then it rained…and flooded….again. 

7-Day Precipitation ending October 27, 2015 



So expect the 
Drought Monitor Map for Oklahoma 

to look a bit better this week! 
 

What about the rest of the fall, 
winter, and spring? 

 
 



Godzilla El Niño headed for California 
CBS News 

 
The Strongest El Nino in Decades Is Going 

to Mess With Everything … 
http://www.bloomberg.com/ 

 
El Nino may cause 'substantial weather 

event' - BBC News 

http://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/godzilla-el-nino-headed-for-california/
http://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/godzilla-el-nino-headed-for-california/
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-10-21/a-huge-el-nino-is-spreading-all-kinds-of-mayhem-around-the-world
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-10-21/a-huge-el-nino-is-spreading-all-kinds-of-mayhem-around-the-world
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-32700985
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-32700985




Official U.S. Winter Outlook - Temperature 







WARNING – These seasonal forecasts for wetter 
or cooler than average conditions have 
very poor forecast skill for Oklahoma. 



So what about next summer? 
And the coming decades? 



20
13

 

20
14

 

20
12

 

20
11

 

20
10

 

20
09

 

20
08

 

20
07

 

20
06

 

20
05

 

20
04

 

20
03

 

20
02

 

20
01

 

20
00

 

20
15

 

20
16

 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps
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Climate studies concentrate on 
averages, but averages tell us little to 

nothing about the succession of 
daily weather and extreme events that 

impacts crops, forages, livestock… 
or water supplies and infrastructure. 

What matters more are the variations, 
especially the extreme weather events. 



Projected Change in Number of 
Consecutive Dry Days, 2041-2070: 

From the National Climate Assessment, 2014 

1971-2000 
averages 



Average temperatures continue 
to climb, but most of the change 
in Oklahoma  is due to warmer 

overnight temperatures. 



1971-2000 
averages 2041- 

2070 



Daily Average Air Temperature, 2015 

Source:  Oklahoma Mesonet 



My thumbnail summary for 
climate and weather in Oklahoma 

over the next 5 – 20 years: 
more of what we already have… 

increased variability! 

Drought punctuated by flood. 
Too hot alternating with too cold. 

 



Bad news: drought will return. 
It will be at least as bad, 

and probably worse, than we have 
experienced recently. 

 
. 



 

Our primary tool for adaptation to 
all of the weather  extremes, 
including drought and flood, 
is to improve our soil health 

(recall the demo earlier), 
but you can’t implement changes  

during a drought! 



So now is the time to prepare, 
to adjust your plans, and to get your 

pastures and prairies ready! 
 



Dr. Jeanne M. Schneider 
jeanneschneider@mac.com 

Office: ( 405) 884-2656 
Cell:  (580) 791-1320 
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