
The Ranch Plan - Managing Risk on the Ranch
A Drought Planning Guide for Livestock and Forage Producers

Cody Knutson

National Drought Mitigation Center

School of Natural Resources

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

“Here’s what my dad used to tell me. 

He said, if you bet on dry weather in 

this country, you’ll be right more than 

half the time” 

(Nebraska Rancher 2005)



Project initiated in 2006

Project Goals: Develop a model drought planning process and 

web-based educational delivery system for livestock and forage 

producers

Collaborators: National Drought Mitigation Center, University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln, South Dakota State University, and Texas 

A&M-Kingsville

Available for review in the Fall of 2009 and release to the 

general public in the Fall of 2010
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Project Goal: Incorporate this type of information 

into a drought planning process and training website

Drought Planning Website

Existing Websites

Planning Processes

Planning Guides

Individual Plans

Rancher Testimonials

Previous Studies





Ranch Drought Planning Goals

• Create a more comprehensive 

drought planning process

• Promote drought planning among 

livestock and forage producers

• Create more resilient ranching operations

• Minimize the negative effects of drought 

(income fluctuations, sales, degradation, stress, relief)

• Foster stable rural communities and a strong state

economy



Thank You!

Please consider reviewing the website.

Any suggestions or comments are appreciated!

Simply, fill out the survey in your packet or send 

comments  to:

Cody Knutson

cknutson1@unl.edu 


