
Climate information benefiting agriculture & forestry
1

Dannele Peck, Charlene Felkley, Dennis Todey
U.S. Drought Monitor Forum

Keystone, SD, April 4, 2017

Climate Hubs:
Regional Partners in Drought Outreach



Find YOUR Hub!

https://climatehubs.oce.usda.gov

https://climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/


I’m so confused… 
What are these 
things you call 

“Climate Hubs”?



Hey, I think these 

Climate Hubs 
could actually be

useful to me!



Motivation for Climate Hubs

 Profit margins are thin in ag & forestry.
 Always been risky…but getting riskier!
 Managers need relevant & timely info & tools

http://www.usda.gov/climatehubs
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Wait, isn’t 
this already 
being done?



Hubs
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Foundational
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Applied
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Package & 
Distribute

Deliver via 
Outreach / 
Extension

Stakeholders
 USDA Services
 Extension
 Universities
 Farmers
 Ranchers
 Foresters

Motivation for Hubs

 Empower stakeholders by translating 
climate/ag science into useful info & tools!

Gather Stakeholder
Input & Feedback



Working-land 
Managers

How do the Hubs function?

Land-Grant 
Universities

Tech & Service 
Industries



What can we achieve 
together as partners?



Partners in Research

 Rangelands special issue on drought 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01900528/38/4

 Vol 38(4), Aug 2016 

 USDM & NIDIS co-authors

Brian Fuchs, Joel Brown, Doug 
Kluck, Chad McNutt, Michael 
Hayes, Cody Knutson 



Partners in Research

NDMC & Hub Cooperative Agreements
 Expand USDM to PR-VI
 Assess info needs in MW specialty crops
 Forecast grassland NPP using AMO, PDO, AET



We provide regional info/context to

 US Drought Monitor discussions

 NOAA Quarterly Climate Impacts & Outlooks

 NDMC Drought Impact Reporter

 CoCoRaHS

Partners in Info-Gathering 

SW Hub has recruited 

100 FSA offices to      

CoCoRaHS!



Partners in Product Development

Hub-specific 
Drought maps 
Thank you! 



Your climate info is the meat of our newsletters!

http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/drought/reports/outlook.html

Partners in Outreach



Partners in Outreach



California Hub

Partners in Outreach



The Hubs also help CONNECT & CONVENE via

 Webinars

 Workshops

 Extension trainings  

 Public presentations

 NIDIS, NOAA-NWS, Hub, State Climate Office & 
Extension

Partners in Outreach



NW Hub 
finding 

speakers for 
PNW-
DEWS 

webinars

Partners in Webinar Planning



Insights & Outcomes
• SW = spatially heterogeneous rainfall
• Lack localized data to inform forecasts
• Recruit FSA offices to CoCoRaHS!

Drought 
Workshops
SW & SP Hubs



Can you picture our partnership yet?

Charlene 
& Mark, 

help!



Some Closing Fodder from Producers



Relaying Their Needs to You



Dennis Todey
USDA ARS 

dennis.todey@ars.usda.gov

Twitter: @dennistodey

https://climatehubs.oce.usda.gov
Twitter: @USDAClimateHubs

Dannele Peck
USDA ARS
dannele.peck@ars.usda.gov

Twitter: @PeckAgEc

Note to Self: Put the 
Hubs to work for me!

mailto:dennis.todey@ars.usda.gov
https://climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/
mailto:Dannele.peck@ars.usda.gov

