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Two “unique” areas of drought development in 2016

Severe impacts to pasture and 
range lands, but physical indicators 
were lagging or not correlating well 
with reports on the ground

A unique “Flash Drought” 
developed during the fall season



Why were the impacts in South Dakota so severe?



Precipitation Data



Weekly Palmer Drought Index
Long and Short-Term Information



Freeze Damage from Mid-May (13-15)



My “theory”

• Freeze damage by itself would have hurt forage production

• Drought development would have impacted forage production

• The combination of the Mid-May freeze and the developing 
drought by early summer was the “perfect storm” resulting in 
the widespread impacts to forage in western South Dakota 
and northeast Wyoming.


