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Great New England Drought of 2016



Aug. 9, 2016:  First-ever D3 in MA;
Peak coverage: 52% on Oct. 4, 2016



Secretarial Drought

Designations, 2016



LFP Payments,

Native Pasture





56% of Northeast in Drought



70% of Northeast in Drought



ÅAdvantages of percentiles:

ïCan be applied to any parameter

ïCan be used for any length of data record

ïHelps to put drought in historical perspective

Percentiles and the U.S. Drought Monitor

ÅD4, Exceptional Drought: once per 50 to 100 years

ÅD3, Extreme Drought: once per 20 to 50 years

ÅD2, Severe Drought: once per 10 to 20 years

ÅD1, Moderate Drought: once per 5 to 10 years

ÅD0, Abnormally Dry: once per 3 to 5 years






