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Keystone, South Dakota, April 3 – 5, 2016

U.S. Drought Monitor Forum

Brad Rippey, USDA Meteorologist, Washington, D.C.

Great New England Drought of 2016



Aug. 9, 2016:  First-ever D3 in MA;
Peak coverage: 52% on Oct. 4, 2016



Secretarial Drought

Designations, 2016



LFP Payments,

Native Pasture





56% of Northeast in Drought



70% of Northeast in Drought



• Advantages of percentiles:

– Can be applied to any parameter

– Can be used for any length of data record

– Helps to put drought in historical perspective

Percentiles and the U.S. Drought Monitor

• D4, Exceptional Drought: once per 50 to 100 years

• D3, Extreme Drought: once per 20 to 50 years

• D2, Severe Drought: once per 10 to 20 years

• D1, Moderate Drought: once per 5 to 10 years

• D0, Abnormally Dry: once per 3 to 5 years
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Based on NASS crop progress data. Index Weighting: Excellent = 4; Good = 3; Fair = 2; Poor = 1; Very Poor = 0
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Based on NASS crop progress data. Index Weighting: Excellent = 4; Good = 3; Fair = 2; Poor = 1; Very Poor = 0
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USGS Streamflow Percentiles



Applied Climate Information System



Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service



Contact Information:

Brad Rippey

Phone: 202-720-2397

brippey@oce.usda.gov

Photo Credit:

Brad Rippey

Ammonoosuc River, 

Littleton, NH, June 16, 2006

(no drought in New England)
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Based on NASS crop progress data. Index Weighting: Excellent = 4; Good = 3; Fair = 2; Poor = 1; Very Poor = 0
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Nationally, 2016 pasture conditions are near 

historic highs, based on data since 1995.


